IMBERT ORCHARD was educated in England,
then pursued a career in theatre in Ontario
before moving to B.C. after the Second World
War. The cBc hired him as a regional editor for
television scripts and later he began documen-
tary history programs for cBc Radio. In 1972,
Orchard left the cBc to join the Department

of Communication Studies at Simon Fraser
University. Before he passed away in 1991, he
donated his recordings—the largest oral collec-
tion in North America—to the B.C. Archives.

ROBERT BUDD, known to many as Lucky, holds
an M.A. in History, with a focus on oral his-
tory, from the University of Victoria. Drawing
on his background in audio preservation, he
has worked with the csc and the Royal British
Columbia Museum preserving and restoring
one of the largest oral history collections in the
world. He has also worked with the Okanagan
Indian Band, Provincial Archives of British
Columbia, Neskonlith Indian Band and many
private collections. In 2006, he founded Memo-
ries to Memoirs, a company that records the oral
histories of individuals across the country, com-
piling stories, photos, contextual research and
maps to create audio records and bound books
for his clients. He lives in Victoria, B.C. Visit his
Web site at www.memoriestomemoirs.ca
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BRITISH COLUMBIA
AS YOU'VE NEVER HEARD IT BEFORE!

RELIVE British Columbia’s early history—in words,
R images and sound recordings drawn from the
cBc’s Imbert Orchard collection—in this fascinating
collection of largely unheard stories about the early
homesteaders, immigrant workers, First Nations chiefs
and other courageous adventurers who settled the
province in the years before the First World War.

“Conventional history tells you about building
the early roads from Vancouver to
New Westminster; Imbert’s people make you
feel every single wheel rut along the way.
And unless you know how much those ruts hurt,
you will never know why a new road was built.”

from the introduction by MARK FORSYTHE

$35.00

ISBN 978-1-55365-463-6
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Robert Budd

foreword by MARK FORSYTHE
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

STORIES from our FRONTIER

INCLUDES
3 CDS

ETWEEN 1959 and 1966, the late cBc
B Radio journalist Imbert Orchard travelled
across British Columbia with recording engineer
Ian Stephen interviewing nearly a thousand of
the province’s pioneers. The resulting collection—
aremarkable 2,700 hours of original audiotapes
describing both extraordinary events and every-
day experiences—is considered by historians
to be one of the best sources of primary informa-
tion about the province. To the general public,
however, these tales of hostile confrontations
during the gold rush, running pack trains
through rugged passes in the Interior or simply
being awestruck by the beauty of this unfamiliar
country remain virtually unknown.

Combining text, archival photographs and
the original sound recordings from the cBc
Archives, Voices of British Columbia draws
twenty-four stories from this collection to
immerse us in daily life at the turn of the twenti-
eth century. You'll meet Sarah Glassey, a spirited
homesteader who carried a rifle and bagged
more birds than any man in the Kispiox Valley
and who was the first woman to pre-empt land
in British Columbia. You'll hear Bill LaChance,
the sole survivor of the 1910 Glacier Snowslide,
describe that tragic avalanche and his job repair-
ing trains and clearing the lines with a rotary
plow. You'll learn about the capture of the
legendary bank robber, Bill Miner, the Gentle-
man Bandit, who was a modern-day Robin
Hood and reputed to have originated the phrase

“Hands up!” And you'll discover how Great Chief
Kwah of Fort St. James spared the life of James
Douglas, future governor of British Columbia.

By turns sad, contemplative, insightful and
funny, these stories—many never before pub-
lished—reveal as much about the spirit and resil-
ience of people as they do about the history of the
province. Voices of British Columbia provides a
new understanding of the settlers who created
the province and reveals the depth of their expe-
rience in this remarkable place.
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